
Transportation Sub- Committee Minutes – March 22, 2010 
 
Present at the meeting were School committee members Tom Clark, and Dr. Fletcher, 
and Chairperson, Marlene Pollock. 
 

I. Old business 
  A.  Mr. Oliveira reported on requests made to him by Ms. Pollock,   
  detailing the following: 
   --Regarding Sped transportation 
    --there are 51 SPED buses morning and afternoon 
    --there are 13 SPED buses that do mid-day runs 
    --there are 45 SPED vans 
   --Regarding Little Whalers/Sea Lab, etc – these were built into 
    the double runs (but the sub-cmte doesn’t know the cost of  
    this) 
   --We paid “0” on the CPT index – ceiling is 4.5% and Boston/ 
    Providence is the index we follow 
   --Fuel adjustment clause – we paid $80,000 in FY ’08; we got a 
    credit in FY’09 because we paid nothing – but Mr. Oliveira 
    does not have a dollar amount to give us. 
   --Lettering on N.B. Public school buses – 12 years ago it was taken 
    off because the buses were used for charter; on the next 
    contract they will be adhere to. 
   --Bus monitors pay - $9.00 per hour – Mr. Oliveira thought the 
    rest went to benefits ($51.86 minus $27.00) but couldn’t 
    say what those benefits were. 
   --Rts 29 and 32 are single routes. 
 

B. On the question of having a shuttle to transport children from the  
 Ottiwell and Phillips Ave schools to the new Lincoln School, 
 9 parents from the Ottiwell school, along with Principal 
 Sladewski attended the meeting.  The parents talked about  
 their concern for their young children crossing Ashley Blvd 
 and other busy intersections.   
  --Mr. Oliveira reported that it would cost $36,000 
  to pay for a shuttle, (although what that could look  
  like if put out to bid remains unknown.) 
  --We discussed the price of crossing cards at some key 
  intersections (stipends to teachers  @$3,000/each) 
  --We also discussed the possibility of parents paying 
  a small fee, $3.00 per week per child, to help defray 
  the cost;  We also discussed a subsidy to families  
  who didn’t have the money to pay that cost. 
  --Principal Sladewski said he would conduct a survey 
  of his parents to ask them which alternative they would  
  prefer, shuttle or crossing guards, and if they could pay. 



  He also said he would ask Principal Rumberger to do  
  the same survey at Philips Ave. 
 

II. New Business 
 

A. Dr. Fletcher brought up the concern from an Attendance Officer at Keith 
that a large number of students from the Beetle St., Nye St., Bullard St., 
Holly St. area are potentially beyond the 2 mile limit, and have missed a 
lot of school, especially during the bad weather.  The request was made to  
have the distances checked to see if they are beyond the 2 mile limit and to 
report on that to the next sub-committee meeting scheduled for April 5th 
and to possibly add a bus for these students.  Currently there is no bus 
transportation for any Keith students. 

 
B. Reliable Bus Co. owner Jeff Graham passed out a letter from Eric Carreau,  
 Dated March 12, 2010 raising a concern that his daughter was taken on a  
 bus run with high school students for 1 ½ hours because he was late.   
 When the parent complained to the bus company, because this behavior 
 was different from past practice in that they had always returned the child  
 to the school, she was told that this was “a new policy” since they “don’t 
 have time” to return the child and the childe must stay on the bus until the  
 route is completed.   
 
 Mr. Oliveira said there was no policy.  The parent was advised, through  
 Mr. Graham, by Mr. Tom Clark, to put in a complaint with the transporta- 
 tion coordinator.   
C. 

  The Mayor put forward his proposal to help save $1 million in   
  transportation costs by changing the way the routes are bid on.   
  His proposal, worked out with the Inspector General’s office, said 
  that whatever number of regular routes put out to bid, 
  whatever bus company got a majority of those routes would be 
  prohibited from negotiating  for the Special Ed routes. 
 
  The Sub-committee voted unanimously to adopt that proposal 
  And forward that recommendation to the full School Committee meeting 
  On April 12th. 
 
  Ms. Pollock then said that bus companies should make proposals as to  
  How the regular routes would be set up and present their proposals  
  at a special sub-committee meeting on Monday, April 5th at 6:30 p.m. to  
  be voted on and forwarded to the full School committee on April 12th. 
 
 
    


